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Table 7.

Distinguishing connectivity conservation areas such as biological corridors, stepping-stones and buffer zones

inside and outside protected areas

Element

Description

Examples

Biological
corridor

Area of suitable habitat,

or habitat undergoing
restoration, linking two or
more protected areas (or
linking important habitat that
is not protected) to allow
interchange of species,

migration, gene exchange etc.

Protected areas

e Designation of a forest linking two existing protected forests as a
fully protected area with an IUCN category

Not protected areas

e Areas of forest certified for good management between forest
protected areas

¢ Area of woodland connecting two protected areas voluntarily
managed for wildlife by landowner on a temporary basis

e Areas of forest covered by a conservation easement held by
government or private conservation organization

Ecological

stepping-
stone

Area of suitable habitat or
habitat undergoing restoration
between two protected areas
or other important habitat
types that provides temporary
habitat for migratory birds and
other species.

Protected areas
e Relic forests managed to provide stopping-off points for migrating

birds
Not protected areas

¢ Woodlands set aside by farmers under voluntary agreements
and government compensation to provide temporary habitat for
migrating birds

Buffer
Zone

Area around a core protected
area that is managed {o

help maintain protected area
values.

Protected area

e [orest at the edge of a protected area that is open to community
use under nature-friendly controls that do not impact on the
aim of conservation. Typically a category \V or VI protected
area surrounding a more strictly protected core (I-1V). In some
countries, buffer zones are legally declared as part of the

protected area.
Not a protected area

¢ [orest area outside a protected area that is managed sensitively
through agreements with local communities, with or without
compensation payments.

"Dudley N. (editor), 2008, Guidelines for ApplyingdRected Area Management Categories, WCPA, IUCN
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